Special Committee on Criminal Law and Procedure 
Disclosure, covert surveillance, and of course legal aid fees dominated the agenda of the committee in 2005, with strongly worded criticism of counsel appearing before the Court of Appeal also being considered along with discussion of the power to award ‘wasted costs’ against counsel personally.
Given the Law Reform Commission’s Report on Hearsay in criminal proceedings this subject along with: covert surveillance; legal aid fees and perhaps ‘wasted costs’ orders look set to dominate the agenda for 2006.  Given the recent publicity surrounding surveillance it seems likely that the administration will seek to legislate in this area.

The committee either as a whole or through the efforts of individual members made contributions to the Bar Council deliberations on matters pertaining to or touching on the work of members in criminal practice.
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